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1. Contains a character that I love.
Martin, Ann M. (2014) Rain Reign NY: Macmillan.
Rose is a special needs child with high functioning Asperger’s syndrome and is often left alone to fend for herself when her single father works at the garage and has a few beers with the guys. Rose obsesses about homonyms and prime numbers so when her dad finds and brings home a dog in the rain, Rose names the dog, Rain, because it has two homonyms, rein and reign. Then Rain is lost in a rainstorm, which made me think of Hurricane Sandy.   Although Martin is most well known as the author of the Babysitters Club series.  She has another great read aloud written from the dog’s point of view A Dog’s Life: Autobiography of a Stray  (the 2006 CCBA winner).
2. Was most useful to me as a child.

Chase, Mary (1958) Loretta Mason Potts, pictures by Harold Berson, 
Gloucester, Mass: Peter Smith in 1989.

 About 15 years ago while browsing the Tattered Cover I was lucky to find a copy of my favorite book from 6th or 7th grade, Loretta Mason Potts by Mary Chase.  Most people are shocked to find out I was not an avid reader (math).  I read all the Cherry Ames, student nurse.  Mary Chase was the Colorado playwright most famous for authoring the play Harvey, a classic movie staring Jimmy Stewart.  Loretta Mason Potts c1958 is a cross between a mystery and a fantasy in which ten year old Colin discovers he has mysterious sister.  He finds the place where Loretta has been these many years.  It has many elements of Secret Garden, and Lion, Witch, and the Wardrobe.
3. Was/Is a Favorite Read Aloud – 
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Mosel, Arlene (1968) retold, Tikki Tikki Tembo, illustrated by Blair Lent, New York: Holt, Rinhart & Winston.
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My favorite read aloud is a story I love to tell as much as read Tikki Tikki Tembo by Arlene Mosel.  I told this story each year as I tried to learn the names of the many students in the school.  Wearing a reversible red and black silk jacket brought to me by a teacher who did an exchange teaching in China makes my telling of this a joy.  Being able to concentrate on the faces of these kindergarten students is my true passion.  Learning six hundred names (I used to be able to do this by Halloween) really makes me glad none are not as long as Tikki Tikki Tembo No Sa Rembo Chari Bari Richi Pip Perri Pembo.
Escoffier, Michael (2014) Take Away the A: An Alphabeast of a book! illustrated by Kris Di Giacomo, New York: Enchanted Lion Books.

I love books that make great use of word play and allow young readers participation.  This is great fun for kids just learning to decode and older students as well.  I found it fun to read using post-its and allowing think time for the kids.

4. Makes me the most emotional – 
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Spinelli, Eileen (1991) Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch. pictures by Paul Yalowitz, New York: Macmillan. http://www.storylineonline.net/somebody-loves-you-mr-hatch/  Storyline online read by Hector Elizondo

I love books that make me cry from sadness, or, even more from joy.
 A picture book author who often does that for me is Eileen Spinelli.  Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch, by the sensitive Eileen Spinelli always has empathetic reactions from the children.  The story is about how Mr. Hatch is very much a loner until one Valentine's day the Postman delivers and anonymous heart shaped box of candy.  Mr. Hatch is so delighted he interacts with his neighbors and coworkers who all end up benefiting.  When the postman returns to declare his mistake the whole neighborhood shows Mr. Hatch how much he means to them.  Many times kids would leave the library to go back to their classrooms and make anonymous valentines for the lonely people they may know.  This book, written long before the pay it forward movement, is an example of that concept.  The illustrator, Paul Yalowitz, may still teach at Rocky Mountain school for design and I believe still will do school visits.  We had him visit Arapahoe Ridge about 15 years ago and I will be happy to share some of the information about that day.  I always look carefully for any books by Eileen Spinelli as she is very prolific, but often amazingly sensitive.  Don’t miss her Sophie’s Masterpiece (2001) (http://www.storylineonline.net/sophies-masterpiece/ ) read by CCH Pounder or The Best Story (2008).  
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5.  One I just love that doesn’t fit anywhere else –
Bell, Cece (2014) El Deafo, color by David Lasky, NY: Amulet Books.


This is Cece Bell’s graphic memoir that gives readers a glimpse into the world of a deaf student attending a public school.  Some of my first teaching experience was in 1971 at the UNC lab school, prior to mainstreaming or teaching in the “least restrictive environment”, we housed Greeley’s program for hearing impaired and “physically, mentally, or behaviorally handicapped” students.  I have had many opportunities to teach students who used Phonic Ears and other assistive devices and the humor in this was wonderful.  I also recently started 0-wearing hearing aids.  One thing that fascinates me is how amazing technology has become and yet how we still haven’t mastered hearing aids.
