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Trait: Voice

Book: White Socks Only

Time Required:  2 class periods.

Materials:  Copy of the book

Goals/Objectives:  *To know the elements of the Trait of Voice.

*To understand that voice is a way that the author speaks directly to the reader through natural language

*To understand that an awareness of audience and purpose is reflected in the voice of the writing.

*To understand that dialogue helps to create voice in writing and makes it personal and engaging.

*To be able to write in a unique voice that is the author’s

Warm-up:  Give students an interesting scenario between two people and have them write the dialogue by passing their paper back and forth between them.  Limit the time to three minutes for the writing.  Have them read their dialogue and then talk about whether it sounds real or not. 

Learning Activity:
1)  Explain the purpose for this assignment:  To add voice to our writing through the use of dialogue.

2)  Introduce the story by checking student background knowledge about segregation.

3)  Ask students to listen for the dialogue and to be able to talk about how it helps with engaging the reader / listener.

4)  Read the book and discuss what they noticed about the voice of the narrator.  

5)   Tell them that the assignment today is simply a practice write to work on dialogue.  This might be a piece that they continue to develop and “publish”, or merely writing practice. The goal is to add voice through dialogue.

6)   Give students time to think and to write.

7)   Share with a partner and ask for feedback

8)   If there’s time at the end of class, ask for volunteers to share

Closure:  What’s one thing that you want to continue to work on when you write dialogue after today? 

Success Indicators:  *Students will write authentic dialogue that shows strong voice

Connections to the Trait of Voice: Students are aware of how effectively dialogue can engage the reader.  They can express the difference between authentic and inauthentic dialogue. They think about purpose and audience when they write.

Content Area Applications:

Science/Social Studies:  This could be a way to interest students in an inquiry project around the social impact of science.  They could do the research and then write creative non-fiction telling the story of the impact of some scientific discovery on society whether good or bad. One of the requirements would be dialogue and an indication that they understand the use of voice.

Math:  Could be included in the project above since there is a large amount of math included in most scientific discoveries

Differentiation:  For struggling readers and writers, make sure that they understand that the expectation is that they simply write a conversation that sounds like a real person spoke it.  Having them work in pairs would be helpful in this assignment.  

Next Steps:  Where will you go with this lesson? How will you connect it with the learning that came before, and the learning that follows?

